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· The ‘Merry Cemetery’ at Sapanta 

· Travel ‘back in time’ to the Europe that was…  
· World Heritage wooden churches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUIDED Exclusive Departures  for a minimum of 2 persons travelling together 

 
Tour Grade –B   Tour Code - TMMS 

 
 

For dates and prices visit:  www.walksworldwide.com   
 

 
Our most special European walking discovery adventure 
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Introduction 
 
Our unique adventure into the remote Maramures region of Romania is much, much more than just a 
walking holiday. This is a journey back in time and a genuine travel experience that will enchant even 
the most discerning world traveller. On the border between Romania and the Ukraine, rural mediaeval 
life in Maramures remains intact. Discover tiny villages set amongst a dreamy landscape of rolling hills 
and remote mountains, steeped in history and where local customs still hold strong. Maramures truly is 
a world treasure and the only place in Europe where a peasant culture still thrives. Gems of the 
Maramures include ancient hand built wooden churches (many of which are now World Heritage 
sites), traditional music, colourful local costumes and time honoured traditional rituals and festivals. 
With the expert assistance of a professional, English speaking guide you will learn more of the secrets 
of mythical Maramures and meet the locals too, who usually have a tale or two to tell. You may hear 
about Martolea, a fabled woman who will castigate other woman if they work on Tuesday evenings! 
Then again there’s always the legend of Varcolac who turns into a werewolf when the moon is full.  
 
Thanks to the BBC series ‘New Europe’ with Michael Palin, the most famous landmark in the 
Maramures is the ‘Merry Cemetery’ just 4 kilometres from the Ukraine border at Sapanta where you 
can ‘enjoy’ the joke of the many hand painted crosses illustrating the life and death of the departed. 
Needless to say that walking in this simply beautiful and inspiring region is a delight too, as well as 
moderate in style. Whether it be walking through the undulating hills, hand mown fields and orchards 
of the Mara Valley or trekking to the top of the ancient volcanic crater of the Creasta Cocosului (1400 
metres) rising above the forests below, the Maramures never fails to intoxicate the soul. You walk into 
the heart of the remote Rodnei Mountains to the Pietrosul Biosphere Reserve, created amongst a 
totally unspoiled alpine landscape and dotted with small, glacial lakes. With endemic wild plants 
species, it’s a botanical delight too and nature lovers should always keep a sharp look out for the shy 
Chamois and the noisy Marmot. If you’re feeling energetic you can also make the optional ascent from 
the jewel lake of Iezer to the summit of Pietrosul Peak to marvel at the breathtaking vista of both the 
Rodnei and Maramures Mountains and south to Transylvania.  
 
Before returning for an evening of contrast in the cosmopolitan city of Cluj-Napoca you take an 
agreeably slow narrow gauge steam train deep into the forest and wild mountain valley of Vaser and 
can sit back and enjoy the splendour of a land where locals say Earth truly meets Heaven. With an 
invigorating mix of culture, scenery, tradition, variation, hospitality, and great home cooking, memories 
of a journey of both walking and sightseeing to the old land of Maramures will remain with you forever. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The area you visit 
From the plains the mighty Carpathian 
Mountains rise abruptly and dramatically, 
effectively slicing Romania in half as they cut 
scythe like across the country and onwards 
through Ukraine, Poland and Slovakia. Tiny 
traditional villages and remote, solitary 
homesteads, authentically rural in nature are 
sparsely scattered within the rolling hills and 
dreamy landscapes of Maramures. The locals 
engage in farming on a very small scale in a 
manner long since forgotten in Western 
Europe without the aid of modern 
mechanisation. Getting around by Horse and 
Cart, or on foot is still the preferred mode of 
transport. Walking in the Maramures feels like 
you are travelling through a living museum. 
Wooden homes with their symbolic carved 
wooden gates with the last thriving European 
peasant culture, traditional folk music, colourful 
costumes and of course the intricate wooden 
churches are all here for you to discover.   
Maramures is the ‘heart and soul’ of Romania. 
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Flora and Fauna  
With the melting of the winter snows the wild 
flower meadows of the Maramures burst into 
life. Many alpine plant species can be found 
here including Edelweiss, Gentian etc and with 
the cutting of meadows still being done 
manually by scythe, the Maramures remains 
as colourful as ever. Romania is still one of the 
last great bastions in Europe for large 
predators. It is said that there are more Wolves 
in Romania than in the rest of Western Europe 
altogether. The Maramures boasts a wide 
range of conservation areas of which 38 are 
wildlife reserves including the UNESCO 
Pietrosul Rodnei Wildlife Biosphere Reserve 
and the Creasta Cocosului Geological Reserve 
which you’ll visit during the course of this 
holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holiday 
Routine Dependent upon the walk, you can 
expect to be walking for 2-3 hours in the 
morning and then halt to take a picnic lunch at 
a suitable scenic location, continuing walking 
after lunch for 2-4 hours before transferring to 
your overnight accommodation for a delicious, 
Romanian home-cooked dinner. Each walk is 
in the company of a friendly, Professional 
English-speaking Romanian guide, who also 
acts as your driver. With sensible use of 
vehicle transfers, our unique Maramures 
programme allows you to experience much of 
the diversity in this wonderful part of Romania. 
From the westernmost point of Maramures 
county at Baia Mare to the far eastern border 
with Southern Bucovina at Borsa you’ll travel 
and walk back in time on the ‘road definitely 
less travelled’. 

Walking conditions  The walking is quite 
varied; sometimes over mountainous, rugged 
terrain in the Rodnei Mountains sometimes 
steep but rarely sustained, but more 
predominantly through more rolling landscapes 
where many of the trails do not appear on the 
map (if a map actually exists). A regular hill 
walker who is reasonably fit should be able to 
manage and enjoy it. The walking days are 
mostly between 5 to 7 hours walking; see each 
day for more details. Some parts of it require 
sustained effort with both ascent and descent 
a feature. You will only have to carry your 
daypack, as your main luggage will remain at 
your overnight accommodation. As you will 
always be in the company of an experienced, 
Professional, English-speaking mountain guide 
it is entirely possible to amend the walks 
according to your interests and abilities. 
 
A full explanation of the trip grading can be 
found in our brochure or online at 
www.walksworldwide.com. You should ensure 
you are comfortable walking at this level of 
grading and are physically prepared for the 
trip. 
 
Walk staff each day you will be accompanied 
by a professional, English-speaking, qualified 
local mountain guide, who will usually also be 
your driver to the start of the trail too. 
Romanians are very friendly, light hearted 
people as a rule, and your guide will be no 
exception. As well as being a constant source 
of information about the mountains, through 
your guide you will be able to learn more about 
the fascinating history, culture, traditions, flora 
and fauna of Romania. As you will encounter 
many friendly local people, either in villages or 
shepherds with their flocks who do not speak 
English, your guide is a valuable asset in being 
able to communicate with people in the 
Maramures. 
 
What you need to provide Your personal 
equipment as detailed in the clothing and 
equipment list later in this trip dossier.  
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Itinerary 
IMPORTANT-Due to the specialist nature of 
our holidays, day to day itineraries should 
be taken as a guide only, and as statements 
of intent and not contractual obligations. 
We regularly update our trip dossiers to 
take into account changes to trekking 
routes, accommodation, local transport etc. 
Such changes are a factor of this type of 
holiday and when made are out of 
necessity. Other factors such as adverse 
weather, unforeseen circumstances and 
other matters entirely out of our control etc 
can also lead to enforced changes during 

the course of the holiday. It is not possible 
to guarantee that any of our holidays will 
operate exactly as per the anticipated 
itinerary. The most current trip dossier will 
be made available on our website. We will 
also send you the most up to date trip 
dossier with your “Final Joining 
Instructions” approx. 2 weeks before 
departure and you should carefully check 
this for any changes that may affect your 
plans. We also recommend you read the 
“Useful Information” section on our 
website and in our current brochure. 
 

 
        Outline Itinerary 

B – breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner. 

Day Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight Accn. Meal plan 
1Arrive at Transylvania Cluj-Napoca Airport,  transfer to Baia Mare Baia Mare Pension D 
2Trek fro the Gutai Pass to Suior Suior Pension BLD 
3Walk in the tranquil Mara Valley to Budesti Budesti Pension BLD 
4Visit the "Merry Cemetery" and walk in Piatra Sapantei Sapanta Pension BLD 

5
Optional visit to "Museum of arrested thought" in Sighet and 
village treks Borsa Pension BLD 

6Walk in the Rodna Mountains Biosphere reserve Borsa Pension BLD 

7
Steam train*/walk in the scenic Vaser Valley, then transfer back 
to Cluj 

Cluj-
Napoca Hotel BL 

8Fly home from Transylvania Cluj-Napoca Airport    B 
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Day 1 
Most clients taking part in this holiday will fly to 
Cluj-Napoca (see Joining Arrangements and 
Transfers section). Your guide will meet you 
upon arrival in Cluj and you’ll then be driven 
(approx. 4 hours) to the town of Baia Mare, at 
the foot of the Gutai Mountains. 
Pension, Baia Mare  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Leaving Baia Mare a short but very scenic 
drive leads to the top of the Gutai Pass 
(987m). here you’ll commence today’s walk to 
the summit of Creasta Cocosului, the “Cock’s 
Crest”. This is a delightful ridge walk, as you 
ascend steadily up a narrow ridge to the 
summit at 1400m. Here you can look forward 
to your first breathtaking views of the 
mountains, valleys and villages of the 
Maramures atop this former volcanic crater. 
On the return walk, there’s the option of a 
swim in a particularly scenic mountain lake 
surrounded by forest at Mogosa. 
Walking time approx. 6 hours. 
Pension, Suior 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3 
Today you walk in the ‘heart’ of Maramures, 
the stunningly beautiful Mara Valley. Delightful 
rolling hills, the Mara River and traditional 
small hold farming helps to create a landscape 
where it is said ‘Heaven meets Earth’. Here the 
modern world is virtually non-existent and 
makes for truly delightful walking as you stroll 
through tiny villages to see typical Maramures 
carved wooden gates and of course the 
famous World Heritage wooden churches. The 
walking today is very straightforward as you 
stroll across carefully hand mown fields, dotted 
with haystacks and small orchards. Reaching 
Harnicesti you’ll walk to the hillside church 
here, which dates back to 1770. It’s then 
onwards to the small village of Budesti, where 
you’ll spend the night and home to one of the 
most attractive churches in the entire 
Maramures. Walking time approx. 6 hours. 
Pension, Budesti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4 
In the morning you’ll visit what has become 
perhaps the most iconic image of the 
Maramures, the world famous “Merry 
Cemetery” at Sapanta. The idea of carving 
brightly painted wooden tombstones in the 
church cemetery here began in 1935 by Ioan 
Stan Patras. As examples of Ioan’s creations 
began to appear in art galleries across Europe, 
thus the cemetery itself at Sapanta, just 4km 
from the border with Ukraine became a visitor 
attraction, much to the bemusement of the 
local villagers and with the exception of a 
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couple of souvenir stalls, life in Sapanta carries 
on as normal. Each cross in the cemetery is 
painted blue (the traditional colour of freedom) 
and along with a witty epitaph, pictures on the 
crosses depict the life (or death) of the 
departed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaving the cemetery you’ll then take to the 
hills to enjoy more unspoiled rural walking to 
the rocky outcrop of Piatra Sapantei, from 
where you can experience a wonderful 
panorama of the Maramures peaks, across the 
border into the Ukraine and the lovely Tisa 
River Valley below. Walking time approx. 5 
hours 
Pension, Sapanta  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 5 
In the morning you can visit the town of 
Sighetu Marmatiei, more commonly referred to 
as Sighet. This is the most northern town in 
Romania, literally touching the Ukraine. Here 
you can make a sobering and moving visit to 
the ‘Museum of Arrested Thought’, a former 
maximum security prison and an insight into 
Romania’s not too distant communist regime 
past. A scenic drive then takes you east to 
make a walking discovery of timeless villages. 
First you can make a stop to visit Barsana 
Monastery (see photo on dossier front cover). 
This enchanting monastery was the last 
Orthodox monastery to be built in the 
Maramures in 1711. From here you’ll then 
head to the Izei Valley to discover more of the 
timeless rural delights of Maramures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A series of short, easy walks around the 
villages of Poienile Izei and Ieud  enable you to 
experience at first hand a lifestyle long since 
forgotten. Exploring the villages you’ll discover 
fascinating traditional wooden homes, set in a 
wonderfully authentic bucolic landscape. At 
Poienile Izei the 17th Century Wooden Church 
contains a dramatic fresco depicting hell. In 
Ieud the ‘Church on the Hill’ is the oldest 
wooden church in Maramures. Dating back to 
the 14th Century, the tiny church is built from 
fir-wood. Walking time approx 3-4 hours. 
Pension, Borsa 
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Day 6 
After discovering the famous churches and 
‘olde worlde’ villages for which Maramures is 
justifiably renowned for, it’s time to discover 
the wild mountain landscapes of the region. 
The Rodnei Mountains are the highest and 
most dramatic in the region, rising to 2300m. 
From Borsa you’ll trek into the heart of these 
mountains within the Pietrosul Biosphere 
Reserve. Walking in this alpine landscape is 
sheer bliss, not only because it is scenically 
enchanting, but also because very few people 
bother to trek here due to it’s remote location 
on the border with Moldavia. Following a trail 
that extends into the reserve, you’ll be 
ascending gradually at first through pine forest. 
The trail then begins to gain height quickly as 
you clear the forest and enter the alpine zone. 
Several species of endemic plants are found 
here and you should also keep a sharp eye out 
for the noisy marmot and shy chamois. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continuing to ascend you reach the small, 
glacial, mountain lake of Iezer overshadowed 
by the looming crags of Varful Pietrosul 
(2303m). From this incredibly spectacular 
location, there are fine views across to the 
Muntii Maramuresului range. If you’re feeling 
strong, you can also make the optional ascent 
to the summit of Varful Pietrosul for an 
amazing 360º panorama of the wild 
mountainous side of Maramures, as well as 
south into Transylvania, north into Ukraine, 
west into the mountains of southern Bucovina 
and east to the timeless valleys of Maramures. 
On your descent to Borsa, you’ll be able to 
reflect on your varied journey into Maramures. 
By now you have discovered medieval style 

villages steeped in historic customs, still living 
in traditional fashion as generations before 
have done. You’ve also visited tiny World 
Heritage wooden churches and walked 
through rolling, rural landscapes totally 
unspoiled by modern farming methods, met 
friendly locals (and perhaps been invited into 
their homes for a cuppa or something stronger) 
and wild, high mountain landscapes too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pension, Borsa  
 
Day 7 
Sadly it’s nearly time to leave the Maramures 
and say goodbye to this ‘living museum’ and 
reset your clock to the 21st Century. But, 
before you leave there may just be time to take 
a short ride on the narrow gauge Vaser valley 
steam train. Primarily used to bring timber 
down from this exceptionally picturesque 
valley, the steam train slowly ambles it’s way 
alongside the Vaser River, surrounded by 
steep-sided forested hills filled with elusive 
wolves and even lynx. As it ascends, the train 
drops off empty wagons, which are picked up 
on the return, piled high with logs. The train 
also stops when locals are taken on board 
along the way. They use the train to bring 
cheese down to the town to sell, and to visit 
nearby villages. Moreover, several fuelling 
stops are required, as new provisions of water 
need to be made. The fuel tender also needs 
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to be filled with firewood. In recent years the 
train departed in the very early morning, but 
there is no strict timetable, so one must remain 
mindful of the 5 hour drive back to Cluj-
Napoca, so it may be that you travel so far on 
the train and walk back down the valley. 
During our last visit to Maramures in Autumn 
2008, the line was in the process of 
reconstruction with the intention of being 
completed by Spring 2009. However, in 
Romania things don’t always happen as 
planned. The alternative would be to make a 
short walk on the opposite side of the river, 
where tiny, remote forest settlements can be 
discovered.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the early afternoon you’ll then be driven to 
Cluj-Napoca, where it will also be time to say a 
fond farewell to your guide. Cluj-Napoca 
(although everyone refers to it as just Cluj) is 
arguably Romania’s most cosmopolitan city, 
perhaps due to its proximity to Hungary. After 
a week in Maramures, being in a city will come 
as quite a surprise. Unlike the Transylvanian 
Saxon cities such as Brasov and Sibiu, the 
architecture of Cluj is more Hapsburg 
influenced. The centre (the interesting bit) of 
Cluj is quite small and easily explored on foot. 
There are trendy bars, cool cafes, and a wide 
variety of restaurants to choose from. The local 
speciality here is ‘Varza a la Cluj’, a delicious 
combination of meat, cabbage and onions. We 
can highly recommend Restaurant Roata, 
which serves excellent Romanian dishes, as 

well as non-Romanian food in a pleasant 
traditional setting. Needless to say this place is 
very popular, and booking in advance is 
advisable (tel: +40 (0) 264 192022). 
Hotel, Cluj-Napoca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 8 
It’s time to take a taxi for the 15 minute (cost 
approx. €5) drive to Cluj-Napoca International 
Airport for your flight home. 
It is usually possible to combine this 
holiday with one or more of our other 
holidays to Romania. Please contact the 
Walks Worldwide office to discuss 
combining our Romania walking holidays 
in more detail. 
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Practical Information 
 
Passports and Visas  
British passport holders (and other EU 
passport holders) do not require a visa for 
stays up to three months (please ensure your 
passport has at least 6 months validity).   
 
Accommodation  
Accommodation will be reserved for you on a 
twin share basis unless you have already 
requested a single room. With the exception of 
the final night in Cluj, you will be staying in 
small Pensions, some of which may be 
extensions of a family home offering 
comfortable, atmospheric accommodation with 
a warm, friendly welcome in a typical 
Maramures village. Larger Pensions will 
provide en-suite facilities. Your final night is in 
a centrally based tourist class hotel in Cluj. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food  
Food in Romania is honest and delicious. With 
agriculture still practiced in time honoured, 
traditional fashion, this pays dividends in food 
quality. Using only fresh and seasonal produce 
even the simplest of foods contain real flavour 
and taste. The vast majority of Pensions that 
you will stay at will source their meat, 
vegetables and fruit locally. Dinners will usually 
consist of Ciorba (soup) often accompanied 
separately with soured cream and chilli, 
followed by Grilled Meat/Chicken/Fish with 
potatoes, or mamaliga and vegetables, or 

stews like Goulash followed by dessert. 
Breakfasts are continental style. Lunches will 
be picnic style. Look out for specialities like 
Zakuska, pickles etc when in season too. 
Vegetarians will find options severely limited. 
 
Climate   
It is of course impossible to predict the precise 
weather conditions you will encounter during 
the course of your holiday. However, we do 
schedule our holidays to coincide with what 
should be the most suitable weather periods 
for walking. Romania enjoys warm summers 
where temperatures range from 15ºC to 25ºC 
at lower levels, followed by very cold winters. 
Mountains are notorious for creating their own, 
localised weather conditions, so you should 
always be prepared for inclement weather 
conditions. For climate statistics visit 
www.worldweather.org  
Roughly speaking temperatures decrease by 
approx. 1ºC for every 200 metre increase in 
altitude. 
 
Altitude    
This holiday reaches only modest altitudes and 
you should not anticipate any problems. 
 
Local transport   
All transfers are by private car. 
 
Baggage    
Please make sure that your baggage is clearly 
marked with your name, inside as well as 
outside, in case the labels get detached. 
Please make sure that your baggage is clearly 
marked with your name, inside as well as 
outside, in case the labels get detached.  We 
request you limit your main baggage to one 
bag each and recommend you pack your 
clothes in plastic bags to ensure they remain 
dry. Please note that as from July 1st 2009 we 
are no longer providing complimentary Walks 
Worldwide kitbags. As your main baggage will 
be transported by vehicle a normal suitcase 
can be used for your main baggage. 
 
Responsible Tourism  
Acting responsibly in the way that we operate 
our holidays is very important to us at Walks 
Worldwide. In recognition of our Responsible 
Tourism values and practices, we have been 
awarded 3-star status in AITO’s Responsible 
Tourism scheme. We would also request that 
as a client you endeavour to take part in any of 
our holidays with a positive attitude to 
Responsible Tourism and travel in a socially 
responsible manner. Many of our holidays 
travel to ecologically and culturally sensitive 
areas, where it is important to minimise any 
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negative impact. We would especially 
recommend that before you start your chosen 
holiday you take the time to learn more about 
the country you are visiting, especially with 
regard to local culture, religion, customs, 
taboo’s, acceptable modes of dress etc. Bradt, 
Lonely Planet and Rough Guide publications 
are an excellent resource for this and much 
more too. We are of course always happy to 
help and advise with regard to the country you 
are visiting. 
 
Vaccinations and medical precautions  
We always recommend visiting your doctor 
and dentist for a check up before travelling. 
Your doctor will also have access to the most 
up to date information on vaccinations and 
medical precautions for the country you are 
about to visit. In general, no vaccinations are 
necessary for Romania and health problems 
here are quite rare.  A useful travel health 
online resource is www.fitfortravel.scot.nhs.uk  
Please make sure that you obtain form 
EHIC either online www.dh.gov.uk  or from 
your local post office – you will need to 
produce this if you have to see a doctor. 
 
First Aid   
You should always carry your own small, 
personal first aid kit. This should consist of the 
following: A general anti-biotic, throat 
lozenges, painkillers, plasters (band-aids), 
blister treatment, insect repellent (DEET), 
rehydration salts, antiseptic cream, diarrhoea 
treatment (e.g. Imodium).  
 
Currency .  
The Romanian currency is the Lei (Ron) 
Please refer to www.xe.com for up to date 
rates.ATM machines are common in 
Romanian towns and cities. There is an ATM 
in the arrivals hall of Cluj-Napoca Airport and 
ATM’s are widespread in the city. There are 
also ATM’s in Baia Mare and Sighet. If you are 
exchanging cash on arrival, you should be 
aware that the rates offered by Bureaux de 
Change may be pretty abysmal. IMPORTANT- 
You are strongly advised to inform your 
credit/debit card service provider that you are 
travelling to Romania and intending to use 
your card in advance of travelling. 
 
Language 
The national language of Romania is 
Romanian. Your guide will speak very good 
English, as do many younger generation 
Romanians. However, in the remote villages of 
the Maramures English will not usually be 
spoken to any degree of fluency, if at all. Your 
guide will of course help you communicate with 

the locals, but it’s also a good idea to take 
along a phrasebook and try to learn a few 
phrases in the local language. The locals will 
certainly appreciate this, and although 
Romanian can seem like a bit of a tongue 
twister, your guide will also help you with your 
pronunciations. 
 
Know before you go Walks Worldwide are 
fully committed to the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office’s “Know before you go” 
campaign. We thoroughly recommend that all 
Walks Worldwide clients visit the FCO website 
www.fco.gov.uk 
If you have any questions or concerns about 
government travel advice to your chosen 
country please contact the Walks Worldwide 
office. 
 
Contact details   
Your Final Joining Instructions, which you will 
receive 2 weeks prior to departure, will show 
any local contact details that are required for 
your tour.  However we will endeavour to 
provide you with further details if you have a 
specific reason. 
 
Mobile phones do work in most parts of 
Romania although in the occasional area you 
are trekking in there may be no signal.  If you 
have not used your mobile outside the UK 
before you will have to contact your operator to 
enable international calls. Please ensure your 
phone is set for roaming if you are taking a 
mobile.  Please note that it is expensive to 
phone both to and out of a mobile when 
abroad. We do not however encourage mobile 
phone use whilst walking on any of our trips – 
out of courtesy to other clients please use your 
mobile phone discretely. If you do need to get 
in touch, or if anyone needs to get in touch 
with you, please contact the Walks Worldwide 
office (0845 301 4737) during office hours. 
 
Tipping    
Tipping is not mandatory and should rightly be 
at your discretion. However, if you have 
received good service from your guide (and we 
are certain you will) then a tip is the accepted 
form of saying ‘thank you’. As a guideline we 
recommend £25 per person to be sufficient. 
 
Maps  
We recommend either: The Map Shop, 15 
High Street, Upton-on-Severn, Worcs WR8 
0HJ (Tel: 01684 593146) 
www.themapshop.co.uk or Stanfords at 12-14 
Long Acre, London WC2E 9LP (Tel: 0207 836 
1321) www.stanfords.co.uk  
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Joining Arrangements and Transfers 
Cluj-Napoca 
By far the easiest and cheapest way to join this 
holiday is to take advantage of the direct 
Wizzair flight from London Luton to Cluj-
Napoca. At the time of writing no other airlines 
fly direct from the UK to Cluj-Napoca.  
 
Flight schedules and prices can be found at: 
www.wizzair.com 
 
Your guide/representative will meet you on day 
1 of the trip itinerary at Cluj International 
Airport and drive you to Baia Mare. Your 
guide/representative will return you to Cluj on 
day 7. The timings of the arrival transfer will be 
suited to the arrival of your International flight 
at Cluj. To transfer back to Cluj International 
Airport on day 8, we recommend using a 
licensed, metered taxi (cost approx €5). Your 
hotel in Cluj will be able to organise this for you 
upon request. 
 
Baia Mare  
Austrian Airlines have recently introduced a 
Vienna to Baia Mare service. At the time of 
writing it is possible to connect with this flight 
flying with Austrian Airlines from London 
Heathrow to Vienna and then onward to Baia 
Mare. For flight schedules and bookings 
please visit: 
www.aua.com/ 
If you choose this option your final night on day 
7 will be in a pension in Baia Mare. 
 
Bucharest 
Whilst there are more airlines operating 
services to Bucharest, it is a long journey of 
between 10-12 hours by train from Bucharest 
Airport to Cluj and even longer to Baia Mare, 
which you will have to undertake both inbound 
and outbound. It is likely you will need extra 
nights in Bucharest if you choose to fly to/from 
Bucharest. We are unable to arrange train 
travel and hotels in Bucharest.  
 
www.expedia.co.uk has a wide selection of 
hotels in Bucharest to choose from. 
 
Details of train times for Romania can be found 
at: 
www.cfr.ro 
There is the option to view this website in 
English, however please note that you still 
need to enter Bucharest Gara de Nord in the 
Romanian language. Please enter “Bucuresti 
Nord”. Cluj-Napoca and Baia Mare remains the 
same. 
 
 

Land Only 
Our Land Only walking holidays do not include 
International travel. Making your own 
International travel arrangements online is 
certainly the easiest and most cost effective 
way to join this trip. 
 
You will need to book flights to Cluj-Napoca or 
Baia Mare that enable you to arrive no later 
than mid-afternoon on Day 1 of the trip 
itinerary. Return flights should be booked to 
depart from Cluj-Napoca or Baia Mare no 
sooner than Day 8 of the trip itinerary. 
 
Useful online search engines for International 
air travel are: 
 
www.kayak.co.uk - searches scheduled 
airlines 
 
Please note some of these flights may not be 
daily or direct and dependent upon 
arrival/departure times you may require extra 
nights in Cluj at the start/end of this holiday. 
 
If you are considering combining this 
holiday with one of our other walking 
holidays in Romania, we recommend you 
contact our Romania specialist, Mark 
Knowles at the Walks Worldwide office to 
discuss travel and other options first. 
 
IMPORTANT- MAKE SURE YOUR CHOSEN 
HOLIDAY IS GUARANTEED TO RUN 
BEFORE YOU PURCHASE AIR TICKETS 
AND MAKING ANY OTHER TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
 
Please contact the Walks Worldwide office to 
check the status of your chosen holiday 
BEFORE purchasing your International Air 
ticket. You should not book your International 
flight tickets or make any other travel 
arrangements until your chosen holiday is 
guaranteed to run. If you are purchasing your 
own air ticket, you should be aware that most 
of the cheaper airline tickets available for sale 
on the internet or from low cost carriers are 
non-refundable in the case of cancellation. For 
this reason we strongly advise you check the 
rules of the ticket when you make a flight 
booking, and check the limitations of any 
cancellation insurance policy you have. We 
cannot be held liable, for losses incurred 
relating to any flight bookings or subsequent 
travel arrangements you have made yourself.  
 
Once your chosen holiday has reached 
‘guaranteed’ status we will contact you 
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Travel by Train If you would prefer to travel by 
train www.raileurope.co.uk provides an online 
booking service for European rail services, 
including Eurostar. You should not book your 
International rail tickets or make any other 
travel arrangements until your chosen holiday 
is guaranteed to run 
 
Travel Insurance 
It is a condition of booking any of our holidays 
that you have comprehensive travel insurance. 
It is your to responsibility to ensure you are 
covered for medical and personal accident 
risks for the part of the world you intend to 
travel and the activities involved. This cover 
should include repatriation costs, air 
ambulance and helicopter rescue. It is also 
advisable to take out cancellation insurance, 
as all deposits paid are non-refundable. 
 
You may arrange either single-trip or annual 
multi-trip travel insurance through our 
preferred specialist insurance brokers 
Campbell Irvine, for example, underwritten by 
AXA Insurance (UK) plc. This cover has been 
specifically designed to cover our type of travel 
and we strongly recommend that you use it. 
 
To arrange cover or to obtain a quotation 
please contact Campbell Irvine directly. 
·Apply online at www.campbellirvine.com  
·Tel: 020 7937 6981 

·Email: info@campbellirvine.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inclusions and exclusions 

Inclusions 

�� All meals except dinner on day 7 
�� All accommodation 
�� Professional English-speaking guide/driver 
�� Airport transfer from Cluj to Baia Mare on 

day 1 (or airport pick up in Baia Mare) 
�� All land and trail transfers as detailed in 

the itinerary 
�� Entry fees  
 
Exclusions 
�� Drinks 
�� Souvenirs and personal items 
�� Insurance 
�� Dinner on day 7 
�� Taxi to Cluj or Baia Mare Airport on day 8 
�� International Travel 



 

Mythical Maramures  Printed on 06/01/2010 

 
 

At least one set of casual / non-walking clothes will be useful for wearing in hotels on this holiday.  
Whilst walking you must not worry about how you look: comfort and protection against bad weather 
are of prime importance. Because mountain weather is so very variable, we recommend a number of 
thin layers rather than a few thick ones. The following list is our suggested  guide to help you with your 
packing based upon our many years of travelling/walking. Using your own judgment for packing is of 
course important, especially with regard to casual clothing etc but please do not hesitate to contact us 
if you have any questions about packing for your holiday, or are uncertain as to the suitability of your 
clothing and equipment. 
 
CLOTHING 
 

�� Walking boots and spare laces 
�� Trainers/approach shoes  
�� Socks – 3+ pairs (Walking and Casual) 
�� Underwear 3+  
�� T-shirts 3+ 
�� Trekking Pants 
�� Short trousers 1+ 
�� Light fleece 1-2 
�� Thick fleece 1-2 
�� Thermal Baselayer shirt 
�� Waterproof jacket with hood 
�� Waterproof trousers 
�� Warm Gloves 
�� Sun Hat 
�� Warm Hat 

 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 

�� Daypack/rucksack (size 30-35 litre capacity) 
�� 2 Large water bottles ( 1 litre each) 
�� Towel – quick drying pack towel is recommended 
�� Torch (and spare bulb and batteries) 
�� Camera & accessories 
�� Binoculars (optional) 
�� A variety of dry bag/plastic bags (kitbags are not waterproof) 
�� Sunglasses 
�� Trekking poles (highly recommended) 
�� Reading material (optional) 
�� Washing/Shaving kit  
�� Insect Repellent 
�� Small personal First Aid kit (see section above) 
�� Anti-Bacterial Handwash  
�� Water purifying tablets (iodine based are best) 
�� Sun Cream & lip salve  
�� Blister plasters – i.e. Compeed 
�� Tickets/E tickets 
�� Passport 
�� Money 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clothing and Equipment Lists 
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The following items should also considered as being  useful on a walking holiday  
 

�� Penknife/small scissors (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE) 
�� Moisturising cream 
�� Baby wipes  
�� Snacks/Energy bars 
�� Safety pins (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE) 
�� Padlock for your kitbag 
�� Small sewing/repair kit (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE) 
�� Small mirror 
�� Nail clippers (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE) 
�� Spare glasses/contact lenses 
�� Earplugs (against snorers) 
�� Cold water Travel Wash (preferably biodegradable) 
�� Travel adaptor 
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What to do next  We hope that you found this trip dossier helpful and informative. If you would like further information, 
our friendly team would be delighted to help and advise with any questions you may have. As an independent walking 
specialist company staffed by widely-travelled walking enthusiasts, we pride ourselves on being able to provide an 
informal personal service to our clients, many of whom travel with us on a regular basis.  
 
How to book this trip  ����������	�
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The easiest way to book your holiday is via our website: www.walksworldwide.com or to go directly to the online booking 
form please CLICK HERE.  
There is also a booking form on the website and in the brochure which you can complete and post to us. 
Alternatively you can telephone (0845 301 4737) us and we can accept your booking over the telephone.  
 
Deposit  We require a deposit of either £100 per person or 10% of the total cost of the holiday (whichever is greater), 
including extensions, single supplement and flights if we have quoted these separately to you.  
Certain non-refundable, instant purchase flights will require full payment – we will advise you this at time of enquiry. 
Your deposit can be paid by cheque, debit or credit card. 
 
YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

 
We are an ATOL bonded tour operator authorised by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Every holiday we 
sell that includes a flight element is protected under our ATOL licence number 10186. In the unlikely 
event of our insolvency, the CAA will ensure that you are not stranded abroad and will arrange to refund 
any money you have paid to us for an advanced booking.   
 
We protect all UK customers who purchase tours that do not include flights from the UK through the 
AITO-arranged AITO Trust Ltd (AITOT). AITOT work closely with the CAA - they share much of their 
information. Their financial requirements are as rigorous as those of the CAA 
 
IATA is the Trade Association of the world’s international airline industry. To become an Accredited IATA 
Agent we have to demonstrate financial soundness, and proficiency of staff 
 

 
We are a member of the Association of Independent Tour Operators. AITO represents Britain’s leading 
independent tour operators and encourages high standards of quality and service. We abide by the 
Association’s Code of Conduct and adhere to the AITO Quality Charter which can be viewed at 
www.aito.co.uk  
 

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM 
 

 Climate Care is the organisation through whom we offer people the opportunity to offset their 
carbon emissions. We were one of the first travel companies in the UK to provide this facility.  
 
 

In recognition of our Responsible Tourism values, we have been awarded 4-star status in AITO’S 
Responsible Tourism Scheme 
 
 

LOYALTY SCHEME 
 
Up to £100 off  
If you’ve already experienced the magic of one of our holidays, you automatically qualify for a 
discount on holidays offered by the other specialist travel brands in our group. See our website 
or brochure for details. 
 
 
    

 


