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The GR20

Europe’s classic, challenging and reputedly best tr ek
Tranquil valleys and stunning ridges
Walk through the Cirque de Solitude

Guided Group Departures

Tour Grade — D Tour Code - TCGR

For dates and prices visit:  www.walksworldwide.com

Group Size:- Min 6 Max 14




Introduction

The GR20 follows the high granite mountains, which diagonally cross the beautiful Mediterranean
island of Corsica. The trail offers some fantastic scenery, along with an insight into the authentic and
traditional working mountain community. Walking from south to north you travel through alpine terrain
onto high mountain plateaux where prickly maquis rises out of rocky combs and the high ridges give
you spectacular views of the sea and the coastlines of the island. The route weaves in and out of oak
and pine forest up onto the ridges, past shepherd huts and the truly magnificent Corsican rock
needles, fine red towers and pinnacles. You continue over slabs, boulders, granite stairways,
scrambling ridges, sparkling rock pools and refreshing waterfalls: superb days of true mountain
walking. The trek culminates in some fabulously challenging ascents over high passes with the
possibility of summiting Paglia Orba (2525 metres). Saving the best till last, the famous Cirque de
Solitude is the one of the most stimulating, dramatic and impressive sections of the trek. You will stay
in a mix of gites, refuges and camps, situated in places of exceptional beauty. On most days you walk
carrying only a small daypack, although on others you will need to carry your overnight gear. This walk
is reputed as the best and most challenging in Europe, an incomparable experience for those who
love trekking and the outdoors.

The GR20 is Europe’s toughest long distance trail and is only suitable for hill walkers who have a good
fithess level. Whilst it does not require any climbing techniques or mountaineering skills, you need to
be able to walk with confidence over a variety of rugged terrain. A little scrambling experience is
necessary and there are some sections where a head for heights will be required. There are sections
where metal cabling fixed to the rock is used for protection. The trail winds through some incredible
mountain terrain, over high ridges, down deep chasms and bare granite slopes. There are many steep
ascents and descents, with alpine terrain. It is an exceptional long distance walk, reputed as the best
and most challenging in Europe. At the end of the trek you return to the coastal town of Bastia where
you can enjoy the street cafés, the shops, restaurants.

Please note it is NOT POSSIBLE to join this trip pa  rt-way through the itinerary

The Holiday

Routine During the trek you will stay overnight not take into account stops en route.

in a variety of refuges, gites, shepherd huts,
simple hotels and camping. Main baggage will
be transferred from place to place on all nights
except for four nights where there is no vehicle
access. On these nights you will have to carry
your personal belongings for the night (i.e.
sleeping bag, toothbrush etc). You will need a
45 litre rucksack for this purpose. At a couple
of locations you will be expected to contribute
to ‘camp chores’ such as cooking and washing
up. You will usually have early starts to get the
majority of your walking done in the cooler and
more settled weather hours of the morning.

Walking conditions This guided trip, graded
D (our most challenging grade), following the
GR20, is generally considered to be the most
difficult of all the GR routes, but as you are not
carrying heavy rucksacks all the time some of
the strain is taken off. The trail is well marked
throughout with red and white flashes on rocks,
boulders and trees. You can expect to walk for
an average of 6 to 8 hours each day
continuously on the trek, with possible
‘optional’ extensions to take in mountain
peaks. The timings shown in the itinerary do
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Generally each day the route will ascend and
descend high mountain passes. The terrain
can be difficult with stretches of ‘via ferrata’,
exposure and some steep ascents and
descents of around 1000 to 1700 metres a
day. There are short sections of
straightforward scrambling too. The route is
wholly mountainous and for nearly all it's
length is above 1000 metres. This trip is most
definitely not for beginners to mountain
walking. You will need a good level of fithess
and stamina as well as strong, previous
experience of mountain walking, and a good
head for heights. The ascent and descent
given for each walking day reflects height gain
and height loss, not necessarily the total
amount of ascent and descent.

A full explanation of the trip grading can be
found in our brochure or online at
www.walksworldwide.com . You should ensure
you are comfortable walking at this level of
grading and are physically prepared for the
trip.
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Walk staff You will be accompanied by a
mountain leader throughout the holiday. This
will usually be a suitably qualified mountain
leader (a GR20 requirement), usually from the
United Kingdom, briefed in full by Walks
Worldwide. The leaders principle role is to

Itinerary

IMPORTANT-Due to the specialist nature of our holid
as a guide only, and as statements of intent and no
update our trip dossiers to take into account chang
transport etc. Such changes are a factor of this ty
necessity. Other factors such as adverse weather, u
matters entirely out of our control etc can also le

the holiday. It is not possible to guarantee that a
the anticipated itinerary. The most current trip do
We will also send you the most up to date trip doss
approx. 2 weeks before departure and you should car
may affect your plans. We also recommend you read t

website and in our current brochure.

Outline Itinerary

ensure you trek safely along the GR20, which
is of course fully waymarked.

What you need to provide

Your personal

equipment as detailed in the clothing and
equipment list later in this trip dossier.

ays, day to day itineraries should be taken
t contractual obligations. We regularly
es to trekking routes, accommodation, local
pe of holiday and when made are out of
nforeseen circumstances and other

ad to enforced changes during the course of
ny of our holidays will operate exactly as per
ssier will be made available on our website.

ier with your “Final Joining Instructions”
efully check this for any changes that
he “Useful Information” section on our

Day | ltinerary Overnight Accommodation meals
1 Arrive Bastia, transfer to Bavella Bavella Refuge D

2 Walk to Asinau (No access to main bag) | Asinau Shepherds Hut BLD
3 Walk to Bassetta Bassetta Gite BLD
4 Walk to Cozzano Cozzano Gite BLD
5 Walk to Col de Verde Col de Verde Gite BLD
6 Walk to Capanelle Capanelle Gite BLD
7 Walk to Vizzavona Vizzavona Gite BLD
8 Walk to Grotelle Grotelle Camp BLD
9 Walk to Vaccaja (No access to main bag) | Vaccaja Camp BLD
10 Walk to Castel di Vergio Castel di Vergio Gite BLD
11 | Walk to Ciottulu (No access to main bag) | Ciottulu Refuge BLD
12 Paglia Orba, walk to Vallone (No access | Vallone Camp BLD

to main bag)

13 Cirque de Solitude to Asco Asco Refuge BLD
14 Return to Bastia Bastia Hotel B
15 Depart Bastia B

Your accommodation and meals are indicated in bold italic at the end of each day.

B — Breakfast, L — Lunch, D — Dinner.
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Day 1. Bastia to Bavella

Rendezvous at Bastia Airport no later than
1530hrs.*. A single timed group airport transfer
will be provided by from Bastia Airport to the
group accommodation in Bavella. See Joining
Arrangements and Transfers section later in
this trip dossier.

Overnight at Bavella gite.

Access to main baggage

Day 2. Bavella to Asinau

This morning you will walk along the Alpine
Variant to pass through the very heart of the
massif of Bavella. There is no access tonight
to your main baggage tonight and you need to
carry minimal personal gear for this night,
including a sleeping bag, to and from Asinau.
The tall towers of granite loom above as you
pass by different pinnacles, like the Acellu,
Ariettu, Vacca and the Pargulu. The trail is
sometimes steep and in places assisted by
hand chains. The area of Bavella is reputed
for its rare beauty, a chaotic jumble of multi-
coloured granite, well known for rock climbing.
You are then plunged into an unusual
mountain area and it is hard to imagine that
the sea is not far away. The trail crosses over
a ridge at 1662 metres before the descent that
leads down into Asinau valley.

Overnight camping, or in Asinau refuge

Approx 4-5 hrs walking with 815m ascent and
495m descent.

No access to main baggage.

Day 3. Asinau to the Plateau of Cuscionu
Today's terrain is in complete contrast to
yesterdays but is nevertheless steep and
challenging. You take the trail that leads up to
the dramatic summit of Monte Alcudina (2134
m). It is a rocky climb but once on the summit
the view is panoramic and you can see your
route stretching ahead. On a clear day it is
possible to see the island’s outline in the sea,
the east and the west coastline. The trail
heads down towards the plateau of Cuscionu
situated at 1550m where you discover a large
plateau, an area of 50 km?2, dotted with
shepherd’s cabins that were once the homes
of many shepherd families in times past.
Towards the end of the day you leave the
GR20 trail to make your way to the edge of the
plateau where you will find your camp.
Overnight camping, in cabin, or in gite on
the plateau of Cuscionu.

Approx 6 hrs walking with 730m ascent and
930m descent

Access to main baggage

It is not possible to always reserve places in
advance at the refuges for day 3 and 4.
According to the availability at the refuge of
Asinau it may be necessary to camp nearby in
the valley, this is determined just before the
date of departure. If you camp in the valley of
Asinau instead of sleeping in the refuge itself
please note the following modifications to the
details of the itinerary for days two and three.

ASINAU: You will have access to your main
baggage in the evening. The evening meal will
be served by the guardian or by the camp
assistant. Night camping.

4h00 effective walking, +580m altitude gain, -
730m, 6km.

BASSETTA: You will have access to your main
baggage in the evening. The evening meal will
be served in an auberge on the plateau of
Cuscionu. Night in gite or camping.

7h00 effective walking, +1230, -930, 15km.

Day 4. Cuscionu to Cozzano

You leave the plateau passing through a forest
of dwarf oak trees that are hundreds of years
old. Sculpted by the time and weather to such
a point to give a tortured decor of knotted,
gnarled, low spiral branches, the forest has a
mystic air. You arrive at the Col de '’Agnone




onto a high ridge. The path stays up high on
the ridge at around 2000m, alternating to one
side and the other, it is astounding that there is
a path at all that passes here. The views are
superb, constantly changing from the east to
the west as you seesaw back and forth on the
ridge. The refuge of Usciolu marks the end of
the ridge walk. Maybe time for a welcome
break, a drink in the sun on the terrace and to
meet other walkers. From here you start the
descent to Cozzano.

Overnight in Cozzano gite, or camping.

Approx 6-7hrs walking with 530m ascent and
1060m descent. Access to main baggage

Day 5. Cozzano to Col de Verde

Again today’'s walk offers some great views
down across the flat eastern plains and sea
lagoons. You take the Mare Nord path to the
Col de Laparo from where the GR follows the
ridge. You pass the GR refuge of Prati (1820
m) where it is worth stopping to enjoy the airy
rooftop views of the island and the lush,
spongy fresh ground. It is sometimes possible
to see the islands of Elba and Monte Cristo.
The descent winds rapidly down in and out of
the forest to your destination at the Col de
Verde (1289 m).

Overnight Col de Verde gite, or camping.
Approx 7-8hrs walking with 1230m ascent and
690m descent.Access to main baggage.
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Day 6. Col de Verde to Capanelle

The trail undulates today in and out of a forest
of pine trees. They are majestic, tall, straight
Lariccio pines with a silvery smooth bark that
are very much a symbol of the island. You
walk on the flanks of the dominating mountain,
which is the Monte Renosu. A steeper section
leads us to the small shepherd's hamlet of
Traghjette. There is just one shepherd that
lives here now following the age-old lifestyle of
the transhumance and producing his cheese.
A last short walk before you arrive at your night
stop at Capanelle. If weather permits it may be
possible to take an alternative route to the
summit of Monte Renosu for spectacular views
of our route behind and over the next few
days. The descent from the summit passes a
large lake where it is possible to swim or relax
below Monte Renosu.

Overnight in Capanelle gite or camping.
Approx 5-6hrs walking with 635m of ascent
and 335m descent. (Plus an extra 1-2 hrs via
summit route and an additional 300m of ascent
and descent.)Access to main baggage

Day 7. Capanelle to Vizzavona
This is the last stage of the GR20 Southern
section, it is a leisurely dayundulates before a
final descent.You leave Capanelle (1568 m)
taking a path that is more or less on the level
and along easy terrain. You pass through
some idyllic spots, remote welcoming stone
cabins and a luxuriant vegetation. Then you
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continue to Bocca Palmente 1640 m, from
where on a clear day the views are

exceptional, the looming massifs of the Monte
d’Oro and the Rotondu tower above. You drop
down into a thick forest of pine and beech
trees for a relaxing descent, the trail loops
back and forth lacing down to Vizzavona (920
m) the midway point for the GR. If there is
time in the afternoon it is possible to walk and
relax in the nearby rock pools or visit the local
adrenalin park (rope ladders and zip lines).
Overnight in Vizzavona gite

Approx 5 hrs walking with 220m descent and

910m descent. Access to main baggage
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Day 8. Canaglia to Grotelle

A short early morning transfer to the hamlet of
Canaglia for the Ingest day of the GR20. As
you walk up the valley of Manganellu you
follow the course of an emerald green torrent
with large rock pools and chutes of tumbling
water. The Lariccio pine trees give way to the
fragrant alder bushes as you start to gain
altitude. Once at 1840 m you arrive at the
refuge of Petra Piana, you continue up to the
‘Col de la Haute Route’ with all the major
mountains around, the Maniccia, the Monte
d’Oro and the Renoso, as well as the imposing
Lombarduccio. You leave the GR trail and
cross between the two small lakes of Rinosu to
make your way down through a wild valley to
the shepherd’s cabins of Grotelle at 1370 m.
This cabin is run by Théo, whom is well known
for his hearty cooking.

Overnight camping, or in shepherds cabin
Approx 9+hrs walking with 1490m ascent and
840m descent.

Access to main baggage.

Day 9. Grotelle to Campotile

There is no access tonight to your main
luggage, minimal personal gear, including a
sleeping bag needs to be carried to and from
the shepherd’s cabin Vaccaja. (it can get cold
at night in Vaccaja). A magnificent mountain
walk, setting off from the cabin of Grotelle, a
well trodden route leads up to the Melu lake.
The path is assisted at two points by a ladder
and a hand chain (no difficulty) where after you
arrive at a large apple shaped, glacial lake
surrounded by spongy grass. As you press on
up higher you get to the abruptly contrasting
lake of Capitellu, which at 43m deep, is the
deepest on the island. Sheer sheets of granite
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plunge into its depths and there are little traces
of vegetation. A tricky section up through a
gulley of loose rocks trail leads up onto a ridge,
to lead around a glacial cirque to the high
Breche of Capitellu (2225 m). There are
magnificent views down onto the lakes below.
A steep, rocky descent leads to the refuge of
Manganu and the Campotile plateau and you
cross the lush green plateau to arrive at the
shepherd’s cabin Vaccaja (1621 m). It is
possible to swim in the nearby torrent and rock
pools.

Overnight camping near shepherd’'s cabin
Vaccaja.

Approx 7 hrs walking with 935m ascent and
685m descent.

No access to main baggage.

Day 10. Campotile Plateau to Castel di
Vergio

A relaxing walk where everyone can go their
own pace for the first hour to arrive at the
green lush turf of the lake de Nino. You can
take a morning stop to lounge on the banks of
the lakes while you refill water bottles at the
spring. At 1743m this glacier lake is in a
sheltered beautiful spot, surrounded by a
spongy peat with runnels of water and wells,
ideal grazing ground for ponies in the summer.
The air is fresh, tinged with the scents and
fragrance of the high mountains. There is an
optional ascent of Capu a u Tozzu (2007m),
which is a short 30 mins ascent, for great
views of the Monte Cinto range including
Paglia Orba and Taffunatu.
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From the lake a classic walk leads over the
ridges with views towards the ever closer blue
glint of the beckoning sea. Lastly you lose
altitude to join a flat horse-shoe shaped trail to
Castel di Vergio, the island’s small ski station
and hotel.

Overnight at Castel di Vergio hotel or gite
Approx 6 hrs walking with 365m ascent and
575m descent.

Access to main baggage.

Day 11. Castel de Vergio to Ciottulu

There is no access to main luggage tonight,
minimal personal gear, including a sleeping
bag needs to be carried to and from Ciottulu,
where it can get cold at night. Following the
GR20 you walk to Radule, a huddle of stone
cabins well camouflaged against the mountain
rock. The trail follows the Golu torrent up the
valley towards its source. Mid way up the
valley you cross the torrent and can have a
break on the smooth sun baked rocks, a
paddle and swim for the brave. The trail
leaves the foot of the valley to pull up onto the
ridge. From here there are clear views of the
western coastal villages and the indented
outline of the island in the sea. The refuge
Ciottulu di | Mori (1990 m) is today's
destination. Arriving early afternoon you can
pick a bed and enjoy a drink on the terrace that
overlooks the whole valley. The refuge is
situated between two daunting mountains the
Taffunatu and the Paglia Orba. These massifs
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offer some great walking, the ambience is high
and alpine, home to the wild mountain mouflon
that it is occasionally possible to observe.
Overnight refuge of Ciottulu.

Approx 5 hrs walking with 650m ascent and
50m descent. (without optional walk)

No access to main baggage.

Day 12. Ciottulu, Paglia Orba Summit to
Vallone

There is no access to main luggage tonight,
minimal personal gear, including a sleeping
bag needs to be carried. In addition to the GR
route, you have the option of a morning ascent

of the Paglia Orba (conditions and
fithess/ability permitting) without any weight in
your rucksacks you just take water, cameras
and warm protection. Leaving at day break
you head for the summit (2525 m), there and
back the journey takes 3 ¥z hours. If your guide
does not feel that you are capable of this
scramble with its vertiginous sections, then you
can take a gentler walk along a nearby ridge.

This exhilarating climb is overlooked by most
walkers on the GR20 and is really a
memorable achievement. Once back at the
refuge you pick up your gear and head for the
Col de Foggiale. From the Col the GR plunges
steeply down, a stunning descent through
harsh granite rock and giant grand old pines.
Once down to an altitude of 1400 m and near
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to the torrent Viru, the approach to the cabin of
Vallone begins. This log cabin is a real
favourite, it is not accessible by road, so all the
food and drink, as is often the case on the GR,
is carried in by mule. There is no access to
main luggage tonight. Overnight camping at
Vallone. Approx 3-4hrs walking with 50m
ascent and 610m descent, (not including
Paglia Orba summit ascent)No access to main
luggage bag.

Day 13. Cirque de Solitude to Asco

Today's walk is certainly the most stimulating
section of the GR. You leave Vallone heading
up hill past the first refuge of Tighjettu 1680 m.
Continuing up, the climb is fairly steep crossing
slabs of rock and large boulders to the
entrance point of the cirque called Bocca
Minuta (2218 m). From here you can see
walkers entering and leaving the cirque from
the opposite niche across the far side. The trail
down through this deep chasm is unique, the
path drops straight down out of sight into a
deep void. There are certain points that are
assisted with hand chains to help with balance.
The trail descends 200 metres before you
climb back up the other side to arrive at the
exit niche, the Col Perdu. The geology, the
closeness of the rocks and the often billowing
mist make this a dramatic and impressive
section in Corsica’s grand granite barrier. The
cirque is the final challenge of your GR20 walk
and marks the end of your achievement. As
you cross out through the Col Perdu the sun
will find you again for your 800 metre decent
down the mountain side to your destination of
Asco. (1422 m).Overnight refuge at Asco.
Approx 8 hrs walking with 980m ascent and
995 descent.Access to your main luggage bag.

Day 14. Asco to Bastia

Morning transfer from Asco to Bastia*, taking
approximately 1 hour. After checking into the
hotel you have the free afternoon to enjoy the
town and beaches.

Overnight hotel in Bastia

Day 15. Depart Bastia

Depart Bastia* at your leisure. See Joining
Arrangements and Transfers section.
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Practical Information

Passports and Visas
British passport holders (and other EU
passport holders) do not require a visa.

Accommodation

Accommodation in hotels will be reserved for
you on a twin share basis unless you have
already requested a single room. We use a
variety of different accommodations including
camping, gites, refuges, cabins and hotel.
Accommodation on trek is basic. You may be
asked to help put up your tent on certain
nights. We provide two-man tents and slim
mats, for comfort we strongly recommend you
bring a thermarest or other camping mattress.

Camping - Often camp spots are not official
campsites but a place that has been selected
for its access and water supply. It is out of
necessity that we camp in these places. They
are often in the vicinity of a refuge or a
shepherds cabin, and it is by their permission
that you camp here.

GR20 refuges — You will sometimes sleep in
official GR20 refuges. There usually is one
large dormitory with long wooden bunks that
are equipped with thick mattresses, which can
sleep about 50 people.

Gites - Other gites en route lodge 6 — 8 people
per room.

Shepherd’'s cabins - You may sleep in a
shepherd’s cabin with dormitory style bunks.
Hotels - According to the division of the group
it is possible on hotel nights that some triple
rooms will be used along with twin and double
rooms.
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Washing Facilities and toilets - On certain night
stops, there are toilets and showers available
(can be an additional charge for shower.)
When camping, there is running spring water
and often a mountain torrent to wash beside.
During the walking day at the lunch break
there are often rock pools or mountain torrents
to refresh in.

Food

Continental breakfast - tea, coffee, bread,
butter and jam.

Picnics — pasta or potato salads, sandwiches
and local cheeses.

Evening meals — will be served in restaurants,
inns, shepherd’s cabins or camp. Local
specialities consisting of a starter, ample main
course, cheese or dessert.

Trail Food — snacks en route are not provided.
We advise you to bring a selection of sweet
shacks, dried fruit, cereal bars etc to provide
extra energy along the way.

Climate

It is of course impossible to predict the precise
weather conditions you will encounter during
the course of your holiday. However, we do
schedule our holidays to coincide with what
should be the most suitable weather periods
for walking.

The summer temperatures at sea level
average 20-35° C but can frequently reach 40°
C. Generally temperature decreases by 1° C
for every 200 metres of ascent, particularly
when the warm Corsican sun goes down,
leading to cold, clear nights. Rainfall in the
summer is rare but spectacular thunderstorms
are not uncommon. Snowfall is heavy in the
winter with snow often persisting in the
mountains until late spring.

Mountains are notorious for creating their own,
localised weather conditions, so you should
always be prepared for inclement weather
conditions. For climate statistics  visit
www.worldweather.org

Local transport
We provide a private mini bus for trail transfers
included in the itinerary

Baggage

Please make sure that your baggage is clearly
marked with your name, inside as well as
outside, in case the labels get detached. We
recommend you pack your clothes in plastic
bags to ensure they remain dry. We would
prefer you use soft hold-all style kitbags rather
than large rucksacks for your main baggage ,
and you should not use a cumbersome hard
suitcase. Your entire trek luggage (including
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your sleeping bag) should be packed into the
one kitbag. Please note that as from July 1st
2009 we are no longer providing
complimentary Walks Worldwide Kitbags.

Your main luggage will be transported by
vehicle between the different night stops.
There are just four nights during the entire trek
when you will not have access to your main
baggage. You will need to carry minimal
personal overnight gear and a sleeping bag on
six walking days therefore it will be necessary
to have a 45+litre daypack, which you will
carry. There are numerous fresh water springs
en route so you do not have to be weighed
down with litres of water, or use purifying
tablets unless you wish to do so.

Responsible Tourism

Acting responsibly in the way that we operate
our holidays is very important to us at Walks
Worldwide. In recognition of our Responsible
Tourism values and practices, we have been
awarded 4-star status in AITO’s Responsible
Tourism scheme. We would also request that
as a client you endeavour to take part in any of
our holidays with a positive attitude to
Responsible Tourism and travel in a socially
responsible manner. Many of our holidays
travel to ecologically and culturally sensitive
areas, where it is important to minimise any
negative impact. We would especially
recommend that before you start your chosen
holiday you take the time to learn more about
the country you are visiting, especially with
regard to local culture, religion, customs,
taboo’s, acceptable modes of dress etc. Bradt,
Lonely Planet and Rough Guide publications
are an excellent resource for this and much
more too. We are of course always happy to
help and advise with regard to the country you
are visiting.

Vaccinations and medical precautions

We always recommend visiting your doctor
and dentist for a check up before travelling.
Your doctor will also have access to the most
up to date information on vaccinations and
medical precautions for the country you are
about to visit. In general, no vaccinations are
necessary and health problems here are quite
rare. Water on the walk is generally safe to
drink, but you may like to take iodine tablets to
purify your drinking water. lodine is preferable
to chlorine as a water steriliser, and a supply
of powdered fruit juice would be a useful luxury
to take away the taste ofthe sterilising
medium. A high factor sun protection lotion is
essential, as sunburn can be severe on warm
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10

days in thin mountain air. A useful travel health
online resource is fitfortravel.scot.nhs.uk

Please make sure that you obtain form
EHIC either online www.dh.gov.uk or from
your local post office — you will need to
produce this if you have to see a doctor.

First Aid
You should always carry your own small,
personal first aid kit. This should consist of the

following: A general anti-biotic, throat
lozenges, painkillers, plasters (band-aids),
blister treatment, insect repellent (DEET),

rehydration salts, antiseptic cream, diarrhoea
treatment (e.g. Imodium).

Currency

The currency in Corsica is the Euro. Please
refer to www.xe.com for up to date rates.

ATM machines are common in the main towns
as are credit cards. You will not have any
access to any banks whilst on trek but equally
you will not have any access to anywhere you
can spend anything!

Language

Corsican’s speak French as their official
language, however they have a local Corsican
dialect which is a combination of French and
Italian (and totally incomprehensible to non-
Corsican’s!). Little English is spoken in the
mountains, so a French phrase book would be
useful if you do not speak the language.

Know before you go
Walks Worldwide are fully committed to the
British Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s

“Know before you go” campaign. We
thoroughly recommend that all Walks
Worldwide clients visit the FCO website
www.fco.gov.uk

If you have any questions or concerns about
government travel advice to your chosen
country please contact the walks Worldwide
office.

Contact details

It is not our policy to provide addresses and
telephone numbers of every location that you
will be staying at on this tour, as, due to
frequent changes in contact details, it is very
difficult to provide an accurate list for all our
tours. Your Final Joining Instructions, which
you will receive 2 weeks prior to departure, will
show any local contact details that are required
for your tour. However we will endeavour to
provide you with further details if you have a
specific reason.

Mobile phones do work in certain places in
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Corsica, although in the areas you are trekking
in there is no signal. If you have not used your
mobile outside the UK before you will have to
contact your operator to enable international
calls. Please ensure your phone is set for
roaming if you are taking a mobile. Please
note that it is expensive to phone both to and
out of a mobile when abroad. We do not
however encourage mobile phone use whilst
walking on any of our trips — out of courtesy to
other clients please use you mobile phone
discretely. If you do need to get in touch, or if
anyone needs to get in touch with you, please
contact the Walks Worldwide office (0845 301
4737) during office hours.

Tipping

Tipping is at your discretion. Tipping is normal
in Corsica in restaurants. You may like to tip
your mountain leader as well if you feel he/she
has done a good job.

Maps

We recommend either: The Map Shop, 15
High Street, Upton-on-Severn, Worcs WR8
OHJ. (Tel: 01684 593146)
www.themapshop.co.uk or Stanfords at 12-14
Long Acre, London WC2E 9LP (Tel: 0207 836
1321) www.stanfords.co.uk

There are available 1:25 000 maps of the
whole of Corsica, alternatively there are two
ITN maps, Corsica North and Corsica South at
1:100 000.

Joining Arrangements and Transfers

A single timed group transfer will be provided
on Day 1 of the trip itinerary from Bastia
Airport to Bavella. This group transfer will
depart Bastia Airport at approx 1530hrs*

You should rendezvous for this transfer at
Basti Airport no later than 1530hrs.

At the end of the trip on day 15 airport
transfers are not provided and you should
make your own way to Bastia* Airport. The
easiest way to travel to Bastia* Airport at the
end of the trip is by taxi. Cost approx €20.

Due to the considerable travelling distance
from Bastia Airport to Bavella on day 1, we
strongly recommend you ensure you arrive in
good time to take advantage of the stated
single timed group airport transfer. If you are
arriving on flights that do not coincide with
these transfer times, whether you have booked
your own flights or through Walks Worldwide
you should make your own transfer
arrangements to reach Bavella. If so, you
should ensure you reach Bavella no later than

France — Corsica’'s GR20

11

1800hrs on day 1 of the trip itinerary.

To arrange private airport transfers please
contact the Walks Worldwide office.

Please note that private transfers in Corsica
are very expensive and therefore we do not
recommend that you fly to other Corsican
airports or arrive later than the single timed
group airport transfer.

Flight Inclusive Package Options

Updated 23/02/10- We are currently unable to
offer a Flight Inclusive Package option for this
particular holiday. This is because the charter
airline that we have used for many years for
flights to Corsica has not been able to
guarantee that a flight will now operate in
2010.

We now recommend you book your own flights
for this particular holiday (if your departure has
been guaranteed to run by ourselves) with low-
cost airline Easyjet.

See www.easyjet.com for the latest fares and
schedules from the UK to Bastia Airport.
Current fares with Easyjet will also likely save
you money against the published Flight
Inclusive price.

Walks Worldwide do not book flights with
Easyjet, these you should book direct with
Easyjet online, once we have guaranteed your
chosen trip departure.

Land Only
The Land Only price does not
International flights.

include

IMPORTANT- MAKE SURE YOUR CHOSEN
HOLIDAY IS GUARANTEED TO RUN
BEFORE YOU PURCHASE AIR TICKETS
AND MAKING ANY OTHER TRAVEL
ARRANGEMENTS.

Easyjet offer direct flights to Bastia Airport from
the UK. See www.easyjet.com for prices,
departure airports and flight schedules.

You should book flights that allow you to join
this trip on day 1 of the trip itinerary. Return
flights should be booked to depart no sooner
than day 15 of the trip itinerary.

Please contact the Walks Worldwide office to
check the status of your chosen holiday
BEFORE purchasing your International Air
ticket. You should not book your International
flight tickets or other travel arrangements until
your chosen holiday is guaranteed to run. If
you are purchasing your own air ticket, you
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should be aware that most of the cheaper
airline tickets available for sale on the internet
or from low cost carriers are non-refundable in
the case of cancellation. For this reason we
strongly advise you check the rules of the
ticket when you make a flight booking, and
check the limitations of any cancellation
insurance policy you have. We cannot be held
liable, for losses incurred relating to any flight
bookings or subsequent travel arrangements
you have made yourself.

Once vyour chosen holiday has
‘guaranteed’ status we will contact you.

reached

Travel Insurance

It is a condition of booking any of our holidays
that you have comprehensive travel insurance.
It is your to responsibility to ensure you are
covered for medical and personal accident
risks for the part of the world you intend to
travel and the activities involved. This cover
should include repatriation costs, air
ambulance and helicopter rescue. It is also
advisable to take out cancellation insurance as
all deposits paid are non-refundable.

You may arrange either single-trip or annual
multi-trip  travel insurance through our
preferred  specialist insurance  brokers
Campbell Irvine, for example, underwritten by
AXA Insurance (UK) plc. This cover has been
specifically designed to cover our type of travel
and we strongly recommend that you use it.
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To arrange cover or to obtain a quotation
please contact Campbell Irvine directly.

-Apply online at www.campbellirvine.com

‘Tel: 020 7937 6981

-Email: info@campbellirvine.com

Inclusions and exclusions

Inclusions

All meals as outlined in the trip itinerary.

All accommodation

Mountain Leader

Land Transfers within the trip itinerary
Single timed group Airport transfer on day
1 as detailed in the Joining Arrangements
and Transfers section

Baggage transfers as applicable and
detailed in the trip itinerary
Exclusions
Drinks
Souvenirs and personal items
Insurance
Meals not indicated above
Tips

Airport transfers on day 15
International Flights
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Clothing and Equipment Lists

At least one set of casual / non-walking clothes will be useful for wearing in hotels on this holiday.
Whilst walking you must not worry about how you look: comfort and protection against bad weather
are of prime importance. Because mountain weather is so very variable, we recommend a number of
thin layers rather than a few thick ones. The following list is our suggested guide to help you with your
packing based upon our many years of travelling/walking. Using your own judgment for packing is of
course important, especially with regard to casual clothing etc but please do not hesitate to contact us
if you have any questions about packing for your holiday, or are uncertain as to the suitability of your
clothing and equipment.

CLOTHING

Walking boots and spare laces
Trainers / approach shoes / sandals
Socks — 3+ pairs

Underwear

T-shirts 3

Long walking trousers 2

Short trousers 1

Light fleece 1 or 2

Thick fleece

Waterproof jacket with hood
Waterproof trousers

Sun hat

Woolly / fleecy hat

Gloves

Swimwear

EQUIPMENT

Daypack/rucksack big enough to carry belongings for 4 nights (including sleeping bag and
mat) 45+ litre capacity

Sleeping bag (3 seasons)

Thermarest/Karrimat

2 Large water bottles (minimum 2 litre capacity)

Tupperware box for lunches (pastas/rice salads) 75cl, spoon, fork, knife
Towel — quick drying pack towel is recommended

Torch and spare batteries

Camera & accessories

Binoculars (optional)

A variety of plastic bags / dry bags to keep kit dry and for lunches
Sunglasses

Washing/Shaving kit & toilet paper

Water purifying tablets (iodine based are best)

Small personal First Aid kit

Trekking poles (highly recommended)

Reading material (optional)

Insect Repellent

Anti-Bacterial Handwash

Sun Cream & lip salve

Blister plasters — i.e. Compeed

Tickets/E tickets

Passport

Money
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The following items are also considered as being us eful on a walking holiday

Penknife/small scissors (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE)
Moisturising cream

Baby wipes

Snacks/Energy bars

Safety pins (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE)

Padlock for your kithag

Small sewing/repair kit (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE)
Small mirror

Nail clippers (DO NOT PACK IN HAND LUGGAGE)

Spare glasses/contact lenses

Earplugs (against snorers)

Cold water detergent
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What to do next We hope that you found this trip dossier helpful and informative. If you would like further information,
our friendly team would be delighted to help and advise with any questions you may have. As an independent walking
specialist company staffed by widely-travelled walking enthusiasts, we pride ourselves on being able to provide an
informal personal service to our clients, many of whom travel with us on a regular basis.

How to book this trip

The easiest way to book your holiday is via our website: www.walksworldwide.conor to go directly to the online booking
form please CLICK HERE

There is also a booking form on the website and in the brochure which you can complete and post to us.

Alternatively you can telephone (0845 301 4737) us and we can accept your booking over the telephone.

Deposit We require a deposit of either £100 per person or 10% of the total cost of the holiday (whichever is greater),
including extensions, single supplement and flights if we have quoted these separately to you.

Certain non-refundable, instant purchase flights will require full payment — we will advise you this at time of enquiry.

Your deposit can be paid by cheque, debit or credit card.

YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION

We are an ATOL bonded tour operator authorised by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Every holiday we
sell that includes a flight element is protected under our ATOL licence number 10186. In the unlikely
event of our insolvency, the CAA will ensure that you are not stranded abroad and will arrange to refund
any money you have paid to us for an advanced booking.

We protect all UK customers who purchase tours that do not include flights from the UK through the
AlTO-arranged AITO Trust Ltd (AITOT). AITOT work closely with the CAA - they share much of their
information. Their financial requirements are as rigorous as those of the CAA

IATA is the Trade Association of the world’s international airline industry. To become an Accredited IATA
Agent we have to demonstrate financial soundness, and proficiency of staff

] We are a member of the Association of Independent Tour Operators. AITO represents Britain’s leading
AI O independent tour operators and encourages high standards of quality and service. We abide by the
mhe association  Association’s Code of Conduct and adhere to the AITO Quality Charter which can be viewed at

OF INDEPENDENT  \wp\ww.aito.co.uk
TOUR OPERATORS ——

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM

Climate Care is the organisation through whom we offer people the opportunity to offset their
carbon emissions. We were one of the first travel companies in the UK to provide this facility.

In recognition of our Responsible Tourism values, we have been awarded 4-star status in AITO'S
Responsible Tourism Scheme

LOYALTY SCHEME

Up to £100 off

If you've already experienced the magic of one of our holidays, you automatically qualify for a
discount on holidays offered by the other specialist travel brands in our group. See our website
or brochure for details.
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