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Tour Outline 
This is a totally new and inspirational trip to the wilds of Jordan! After a successful involvement with this 
wonderful country for many years we have decided to expand our programme here and explore some lesser 
known areas on a challenging but stimulating itinerary that should appeal to all those who have previously 
travelled here and also for those looking for something a little different. The emphasis here is on discovery, 
descending the dramatic Mujib Gorge and walking for five days along the innovative new trail from Dana Nature 
Reserve to Petra – a route which has the potential in a few years to become as famous as the Inca Trail to 
Macchu Pichu in Peru. Ending at our wonderful desert camp near Wadi Rum this should tick all the right boxes 
for budding pioneers out there! 
 
On 15 November 2005, at the World Travel Market in London, Mr Mazen Homoud, General Manager of the 
Jordan Tourism Board, while launching the trek said, 'This is an exciting new development for us and we believe 
that tourists will be delighted by the amazing sights which this new trek unveils - it's not everyday that a new 
natural tourism product is developed and we are sure it will, in time, become one of the 'must do' treks and 
famous throughout the world. The fact that Walks Worldwide has already added it to its brochure is an 
extremely positive indication that this will be a well received product, by operators and tourists alike. Jordan 
offers the perfect terrain for a challenging and enjoyable trek, and the history of the Bedouin trails combine well 
with the exciting adventure of exploring the rose red city of Petra. Jordan is seeing a well-deserved surge in 
interest from UK travellers and we anticipate other operators will follow Walks Worldwide in adding Trek Petra 
to brochures. 
 
 

About the Country 
History   Primarily a creation of the last century, its’ people can claim to be part of one of the oldest 
civilisations in the world. A veritable textbook of armies, civilisations and cultures are part of what we see today; 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Turks, Nabateans and Crusaders. The land of the Torah and the 
Bible gave way to the religion of Islam and the Prophet Mohammed at the battle of Yarmouk in 636. For the 
next 1300 years dynasties were exchanged in feuds, war and changing alliances. In the 20th Century and World 
War 1 Jordan was the scene of fierce fighting between Ottoman troops backed by the German Army and the 
British based in Suez. An Arab revolt under Emir Faisal assisted by TE Lawrence, better known as ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia’ aided the allies in the ‘assurance’ that their fight would establish an independent Arab state. This was an 
agreement made that was not privy to the ‘secret’ agreement between the French and the British pact whereby 
‘Syria’ (modern day Syria and Lebanon) was to be placed under French control and ‘Palestine’, an ambiguous 
term, was to go to the British. 
 
At the end of the war Arab forces took control over most of modern Saudi Arabia, Jordan and parts of southern 
Syria with Abdullah the brother of Faisal becoming ruler of Trans-Jordan, angering Zionists reeling under the 
impact of the Balfour Declaration of 1917. A stormy few decades followed, exacerbated by the Holocaust of 
World War 2 and the creation of the Jewish state of Israel. Also involved was the birth of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) and in 1967 during the ‘Six Day War’ Jordan lost the whole of the West Bank 
and its part of Jerusalem. A series of Arab summits, and a modernising King Hussein resulted in full 
parliamentary elections in 1989 (the first since 1967) with women allowed to vote for the first time, the 
legalisation of political parties and municipal elections. In spite of the Gulf War, Jordan managed to keep its 
distance, with Hussein and Israel signing a peace treaty in 1994. King Hussein died in 1999 and was ‘succeeded’ 
by his eldest son Abdullah bin Hussein, with his other son Prince Hamzah retaining the title of Crown Prince. 
 
Abdullah continues to pave the way in the peace making process supported by outside aid and a real 
determination on the part of the Jordanian people to make their country a welcoming, safe and delightful place to 
visit. 
 
Geography  Jordan’s shape, like many modern countries, owes more to whims of politicians rather any real 
physical factors. The inward bulge on its eastern border is nicknamed ‘Winston’s Hiccup’ in order to keep Wadi 
as-Sarhan in Saudi Arabia, rather than an excess of after dinner alcohol, as some have suggested. Its dominant 
feature is of course the River Jordan, which forms part of the Great Rift Valley of Africa. It is fed from the Sea 
of Galilee in the north and flows into the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth (409 metres below sea level). 
 
The East Bank plateau contains the main centres of population, Amman, Irbid, Zarqa and Karak. The plateau 
ends at Ras an-Naqb dropping steeply to the Red Sea and the resort town and port of Aqaba. 
 



Almost 80% of Jordan is desert, sandstone, limestone and granite, producing some amazing sites such as Wadi 
Rum in the south. Wadi is the Arabic word for ‘valley’. It is thought that Wadi Rum resulted from a great crack 
in the surface of the earth caused by a constant upheaval, shattering mammoth pieces of granite and sandstone 
ridges from the mountains of the shield of Afro-Arabia. 
 
Population and People  The population in 1998 was 4.75 million with 98% being Arabs, made up of 
indigenous Jordanians and Palestinians with the right to Jordanian citizenship. In our trekking areas live the bedu 
(meaning nomadic), around 700,000 in all. Many of the Bedu have now opted for city life with others settling 
down to cultivate crops rather than ‘work’ their way across the desert. Women retain domestic responsibility 
with men being the providers and warriors, however, with little fighting these days, men are becoming 
increasingly unemployed. They still retain the code of hospitality in isolated areas, with the idea that if they 
provide shelter for you today then you will do the same for them tomorrow.  
 
Climate In general Jordan experiences hot, dry summers and mild winters, with a wide variation in 
temperatures and an extraordinary range of climates.  
Jordan Valley – March temperatures min 15°C max 25°C. Summer max 40°C. 
Desert – March around 35°C maximum with occasional snow flurries on summits but disappearing as soon as 
the sun rises. Summer high 40s. 
Rain or even snow can fall from late October to April (when it can also get quite cold at night), but this is usually 
only in the form of short, sharp storms, which occasionally fall with dramatic intensity. On clear, sunny days it 
will be pleasantly hot.  
This trek therefore has two quite short seasons, avoiding the heat of the summer and the wet of the winter. These 
seasons are mid March to mid May (spring), and mid September to mid November. At the ends of these seasons 
one can expect to experience some summer heat or winter wetness.  
 
Language  The official language of Jordan is Arabic. English is also widely spoken in towns but all 
Jordanians will welcome visitors trying to communicate in their own language. 
 
The area we visit  You fly into the city of Amman which was once a village of around 2000 inhabitants at 
the start of the 20th Century but now houses around 1.7 million. Downtown Amman, like many cities, is the most 
interesting with numerous souqs (markets), old cafes and remains of even older Roman occupation.  
 
‘Swimming’ in the Dead Sea is a unique experience and if time allows you will be able to try it out for yourself.  
The salt content of the water at 30% (normal sea water is 3 - 4 %) makes it almost impossible to sink and you 
float on the surface.  The sea has no outlet and although the River Jordan runs into it, the evaporation is vast due 
to the heat.  Hence there is a haze over the water dampening the sounds and when you float in the warm water 
surrounded by the misty mountains all you hear is the lapping of the waves. It is a truly remarkable experience 
but try not to get water in your eyes! 
 
The trek route has been researched by a Jordanian guide, Yamaan Safady, with a lot of help from the local 
Bedouin who still use most of the trails as they migrate between summer and winter pastures. The days long 
trains of laden camels and large flocks of sheep and goats are however all but past, as nowadays most of the 
Bedouin use their Toyota trucks to move their belongings from place to place. Nonetheless the route we have 
developed that weaves between Jordan’s highest peaks on the great rift valley escarpment picks up the trails that 
in days gone by carried a lot of four legged traffic! The trek elevation varied from 300m at Fienan to almost 
1100m at the top of Petra.  
 
Petra is a place to stun you! It contains hundreds of tombs and dwellings, literally hewn out of the rock face of 
the mighty cliffs and towering rock walls, a reminder of the one time wealth of the Nabataeans, Arabs who ruled 
Transjordan in pre-Roman times.  Until the early 1980’s the Bdul tribe (who have lived here for as long as 
anyone can remember) were living in these cave like dwellings.  Petra is now the biggest tourist attraction for 
Jordan.  Despite all the visitors the place cannot be missed. 
 
Wadi Rum offers the traveller some of the most vivid desert scenery in the world, yet there is still no hotel! 
Silent starry nights (a million star campsite!) and beautiful sunrises and sunsets are to be observed in solitude 
from one of the neighbouring summits or in the company of other intrepid trekkers by the light of the evening 
camp fire. It was settled as early as 800 BC and mentioned in the Quran as ‘Ad’. By the 4th Century BC 
inscriptions on the rocks were left which tell us today that ‘the Nabataeans were here’. The site is of course also 
renowned for the exploits of TE Lawrence described in detail in his book ‘The Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ and the 
full-length feature film  ‘Lawrence of Arabia’.  



 
 

A Typical Day on Trek 
Routine  On this tour reasonably early starts are made in order to maximise the time available during the day 
and to cover a fair amount of ground before it gets too hot. After a hearty middle-eastern breakfast, you load up 
with water for the day and a packed lunch and set off on the trail. There is no rush – we prefer people to take 
their time and enjoy the surroundings. If the group is going well you may even reach the camp by lunchtime, but 
on the longer days a long lunch breaks will be taken in the heat of the day! As this route has yet to be walked by 
an organised group, all timings given in the itinerary are estimates. 
There will always be time for exploration and to take photographs and whatever you do there is seldom any need 
to rush.   
The trek is supported by vehicles, which can access the campsites by dirt roads. Possible camping places are 
limited in this region, and we prefer wherever possible to camp near a water source. However this is not always 
possible, and on a couple of occasions at least water will be brought in by vehicle – please use it sparingly. We 
will be providing you with bottled drinking water throughout the trek; you will need to carry what you need for 
the day in your daypack (2 to 3 litres are recommended) 
Please note that while we endeavour to follow the itinerary below as much as possible during the holiday, due to 
the nature of this tour circumstances might occur which will force us to alter the itinerary accordingly. Please 
remember if this occurs it will be for your benefit and safety. 
 
Trekking conditions  Mornings are usually clear, and this fine warm weather usually lasts throughout the 
day. A long rest will be taken at lunchtime out of the sun.  Walking will be on a mixture of surfaces, sometimes 
on well-defined pack animal tracks, sometimes across rocky untracked terrain. This area is desert, and hence 
stony underfoot, except in Wadi Rum where a lot of sand will be encountered. There is a section on day 5 where 
the trail becomes undefined for a short section, but plans are underway to have this section improved.  
The temperature on this trek can vary considerably on any of our departures, so you need to be prepared for both 
hot sun and cold rain. On hot days you will need to carry 3 to 6 litres of water (supplied) in your daypack, so the 
pack must be large enough and you must be strong enough!! 
 
Trek staff   The trek will be guided by a fully qualified local guide who will speak Arabic and English. His 
local knowledge and mountain experience will enhance this tour.  He will be assisted by local Bedouin whose 
families have wandered these areas for centauries. 
 
What you need to provide  Your personal equipment as detailed in the clothing and equipment list. 
 
Ecological considerations  We believe that we are one of the most ecologically aware tour operators in 
the trekking business. We ask for your full consideration and co-operation concerning all ecological matters, 
especially in the disposal of rubbish. We ask that you ensure that all your rubbish is carried with you to a 
suitable disposal point. If you have any suggestions for improvements, please let our local staff know and inform 
us at Walks Worldwide on your return. It is with the tourists, the locals and the tour operators' co-operation that 
we can ensure that our tours are as eco-friendly as possible. 
 
“The true servants of the most gracious are those who tread gently on the earth.” The Qu’ran. Sura 25, verse 
63 
 
Cultural considerations As Jordan is an Islamic country we do ask all participants to take this into 
consideration, especially in the way they dress in the cities and villages.  It is expected that women will cover 
legs and shoulders.  On treks shorts are accepted for walking, but both men and women should wear trousers or 
a long skirt when staying in the villages.  Please do not simply look at other tourists and feel that what they wear 
is correct – you will never know what the local people think of them.  To gain respect from the local people you 
should show that you are trying to respect their culture.  If in doubt at any time, please consult your tour leader. 
 
Language  Although English is widely understood, any attempts to use Arabic words, particularly the 
standard greeting which conveys much more than the English equivalent of ‘hello’,  will endear you to the locals 
and make you feel even more welcome than the wonderfully friendly Jordanian people already make you feel.  
Unfortunately it is an infamously hard language to master so we have limited this language section to a few 
common expressions and some useful words specific to this trip. 
 
Peace be upon you (general greeting used everywhere) assalaamu alaykoom 



And upon you (in response to above)   wa alaykoom assalaam 
Hi       salaam 
Goodbye (go with peace)     ma assalaameh 
Yes/No/OK      naam/leh/maashi 
Thank you      shukran 
I’m British      ana biritanee 
I’m tired/unwell      ana taaban/mareed 
Slowly       shwayy-shwayy 
Let’s go       yalla 
Toilet       hammam 
Soup/rice/meat/fish/chicken/bread    shorba/rooz/lahmeh/samak/djaj/khubez 
Sea/desert/path/mountain or hill/market/oasis/valley  bahr/sahra/tariq/jebel/souk/waha/wadi 
 

Itinerary  
Please be aware that although we will do our best to adhere to this itinerary occasionally events out of our 
control may prevent us from following the exact schedule.  Please be assured that the clients’ best interests 
will be foremost in any changes that may occur.  A degree of flexibility is essential in travelling on such 
holidays! 
 
Your accommodation is given in bold italic at the end of each day. Meals included are indicated by B 
(breakfast), L (lunch), D (dinner). 
 
Day 1.  Fly Heathrow to Amman and drive to Madaba. 3* Hotel, Madaba. 
 
Day 2.  Drive down to the Dead Sea and along its shores to the Mujib 
canyon, one of the finest Jordan has to offer. A 45 minute walk (uphill 
to start with, through dry desert takes you to the top of the canyon, 
whre the crystal clear water enters the clean-cut gorge. Inside the 
canyon little sunlight penetrates, so the rocks and stones underfoot are 
free from lichen and not slippery. Clad in shorts and T-shirts, and 
wearing well fitted trainers and socks, you wade downstream 
through the pleasantly warm water, negotiating pools, cascades and 
boulders. After about 1 hour you reach the 20m waterfall, down which 
you will be lowered on a rope in total safety by the qualified guide 
using modern equipment – the highlight of the trip! The descent takes 
about 4 hours (subject to river conditions). At the end you can enjoy 
lunch by the Dead Sea, have a float in the extremely salty water, 
before transferring to Feinan where you will stay at the eco-friendly 
RSCN Wilderness Lodge. Eco Lodge, Fienan.  BLD 
 
Day 3.  (5 hours / 16km)  Trek along the bottom of Wadi Araba 
which is generally flat, quite easy but rocky terrain. A little way out of 
Fienan you pass both Byzantine and Nabatean ruins, some of which 
have been partially reconstructed. You walk along the ‘bajada’ with black magmatic mountains to the left and 
desert dunes to the right. You will camp near a dry canyon and in the afternoon will be able to explore 'up-river' 
if there is time. Bedouin style Camp, Wadi Barwas.  BLD 
 

Day 4.  (6 hours / 9km)  Today you climb up 
away from the Wadi floor, and ascend into the 
mountains. Initially the route is indistinct and 
crosses some rough terrain until a more distinct 
Bedouin trail is reached. The trail takes you over 
two passes, following up a delightful juniper-filled 
valley on the way to the second pass. From the 
second pass the scenery is spectacular sandstone 
and black magmatic mountains, and you can see 
the next day's trail as it snakes its way across the 
mountainsides in the distance. The trail descends 
to the green valley below, and a short walk up 
river takes you the campsite for tonight, set up 



beside the flowing river. Bedouin style Camp, Ras El Fied.  BLD 
 
Day 5.  (9 hours / 15km)  A long but rewarding day - the 'crux' of the trek through this seldom visited 
wilderness of Jordan. After retracing your steps for a short while, the trail cuts up into the mountains again, 
passing the ruins of an Edomite village from where the views back down to Wadi Araba are spectacular. As the 
trail contours across the mountain side, it ascends to small cols and descends to dry wadis, with exciting new 
views appearing as each corner is turned. In the remoter middle section the trail is less distinct and one may at 
times feel more like a mountain goat than a trekker! Keep an eye out for the elusive Ibex near the spring at 
Hudus, before ascending gently to the final col and camp for the night.  Bedouin style Camp, Ishkart Msaid.  
BLD 
 
Day 6.  (5 hours / 14km) Today our Jordanian 
pioneers have sought out an exciting new route 
through the wind and water sculptured sandstone, to 
avoid the road which has recently been tarmaced. 
Some rough fields are crossed where the Bedouin sow 
wheat in the autumn and harvest it the following 
spring. Emerging from the last canyon onto a high 
plateau, you can finally see across to the mountains of 
Petra and make out Aaron's Tomb. The final few 
kilometres descend gently on tracks and dirt roads to 
reach the fixed campsite at Amarin, where you can 
enjoy the luxury of electric lights and a hot shower!  
Amarin Fixed Camp, Beida.  BLD 
 
Day 7.  (5 hours / 15km)  After leaving camp you will 
first make a visit  to Little Petra for a taste of what is to come at the main site. The Beida Neolithic site will also 
be visited, followed by pleasant walking passing many Bedouin camps. Some spectacular trails along rocky 
ledges take you around the final cliffs to arrive at the top end of Petra where you enter by the Monastery, which 
is usually the last part of Petra that people see. You will then climb down from the Monastery and after visiting 
the church, Nabatean temple and the main tombs exit Petra by the secondary 'dark' siq. From here you can now 
re-enter the site through the main Siq, so you get to see the most famous view of Petra's treasury as though you 
are entering for the first time. The rest of the day is free to explore the wonders of Petra, before making the 90-
minute drive to our fixed camp, Bait Ali, in Wadi Rum. Bait Ali Fixed Camp, Wadi Rum.  BLD 
 
Day 8.  A full day excursion in 
Wadi Rum using 4x4 vehicles 
as support. The actual itinerary 
is flexible. You may be walking 
through sandy and rocky 'siqs', 
crossing wide wadis on 
camelback, ascending one of the 
rocky ‘jebels’ and generally 
exploring some of the less 
frequently visited parts of this 
amazing region. Tonight you 
will camp in a secluded desert 
location. Desert Camp, Wadi 
Rum.  BLD 
 
Day 9.  A final morning of 
excursions in Wadi Rum, 
visiting impressive natural rock 
arches and pre-historic rock 
engravings. You will return to 
Bait Ali for lunch before 
making the 3½ hour transfer back to Madaba for your last night in Jordan. 3* Hotel, Madaba.  BLD 
 
Day 10.  You leave for the airport after breakfast to check in for the mid morning flight back to the UK. Home. 
B 
 



 

Practical Information 
Passports and Visas  To visit Jordan all travellers need a valid passport and a Visa. You can apply for a 
visa before departure from the UK (please do not apply for it too far in advance - 4-6 weeks is a good idea) 
however currently (as of January 2005) British and European passport holders can get theirs upon arrival at 
Amman Airport where you need to pay in local currency, which can be obtained at the exchange bureau at the 
airport (open throughout the night).  This is a simple process of filling in a form and handing this and the visa fee 
(JD10 – approx. £7.50) to immigration before continuing through to customs.  It is the preferred method of 
entering the country.  For application in the UK the fee is £11 (Postal orders only – cheques not accepted) and a 
passport photo and completed application form need to be included along with a stamped addressed envelope for 
the correct postage.  This can be downloaded from the Jordanian Embassy at:  
www.jordanembassyuk.org/Consular/visa_application.htm.  
 
Accommodation  Your first night in Jordan is spent in comfortable accommodation in nearby Madaba, on 
the outskirts of Amman. It is a perfect place for the night after arriving late and offers centrally heated 
accommodation and modern washroom facilities. 
On day 2, at the start of the trek, you will stay in the brand new Eco-lodge at Fienan, built for tourists to use in 
an eco friendly manner and managed and staffed by the local Bedouin.  
On trek most nights will be spent in the semi-open under the cover of a Bedouin tent. Most clients on our desert 
treks like to take the opportunity to sleep out under the stars. Mattresses and blankets will be provided, so you 
need only bring a sheet sleeping bag, but you are welcome to bring a proper sleeping bag if you prefer. Smaller 
2-person tents will be provided if rain is expected, and an in any case be provided for anyone who prefers more 
privacy on request.  
In Wadi Rum you camp in the Bait Ali Camp in a tented site, which has hot showers, European toilets and a 
buffet restaurant with a shaded, terraced dining area and a large Bedouin tent with glowing campfire. You will 
be provided with foam rubber mattresses.  
 
Food  Jordanian food is excellent, with restaurants and cafes renowned for their hygiene. First class fresh 
produce, with the subtle addition of herbs and spices, is used to produce Hummus - cooked chickpeas mixed with 
tahini (a sesame seed paste), garlic and lemon. Maqlubbeh is steamed rice topped with grilled slices of eggplant 
or meat, grilled tomato and pinenuts.  
Why not try Turkish-style stuffed vine leafs called yalenjeh but go careful on the ‘spicy’ dips of daqqeh. A 
beautiful salad is Tabouleh made up of parsley, cracked wheat and tomato and is perfect with humous in bread. 
Bottled mineral water is readily available in the cities and towns, and is usually available in the mountains all the 
time. Being a Muslim country alcohol is not available in every café/restaurant. The food at Bait Ali is good and 
wholesome and beer/wine is available. 
Vegetarians will usually find that there is generally little difficulty on this tour.    
 
Local transport  All transfers will be made using private minibuses or taxis.  
 
Baggage  Please make sure that your baggage is clearly marked with your name, inside as well as outside, in 
case the labels get detached.  We limit you to 15 kilos whilst on trek, and recommend you to pack your clothes in 
plastic bags to ensure they remain dry.  We would prefer you use your kitbags rather than large rucksacks on 
trek, and we will be supplying you with a complimentary Walks Worldwide kitbag about two weeks prior to the 
tour, which is ideal for the purpose. Your entire trek luggage should, if at all possible, be packed into one kitbag.  
Please avoid the baggage handlers’ apparent ‘scam’ at Amman airport where bags of the same type are held to 
ransom unless payments are made! 
 
Vaccinations and medical precautions  Anyone coming from epidemic areas is required to have a 
vaccination certificate for yellow fever. Although not required by Jordanian law it is recommended that you be 
vaccinated against typhoid, tetanus and cholera. Your doctor should advise you about vaccinations, and you 
should therefore make an appointment to see him/her well in advance of your holiday if possible. 
 
Currency  The Jordanian unit of currency is the Jordanian Dinar (JD).  At the time of writing (Oct 07) £1 = 
1.3 JD.  Jordanian currencies can sometimes be purchased before leaving and there are no restrictions about the 
amount of dinars that can be brought into Jordan. Traveller's cheques are not recommended. 
 



Electricity   240 volts A.C.  
 
Time   Jordanian time is two hours ahead of GMT all year round. 
 
Contact details   It is not our policy to provide addresses and telephone numbers of every location that you 
will be staying at on this tour as, due to frequent changes in contact details, it is very difficult to provide an 
accurate list for all our tours.  Your Final Joining Instructions, which you will receive two weeks prior to 
departure, will show any local contact details that are required for your tour.  However, we would be glad to 
provide you with more details if you have a specific reason.  
Mobile phones do work in Jordan.  If you have not used your mobile outside the UK before you will have to 
contact your operator to enable international calls.  Please note that it is expensive to phone both to and out of a 
mobile when abroad. We do not, however, encourage mobile phone use whilst walking on any of our trips – out 
of courtesy to other clients please use your mobile phone discretely. If you do need to get in touch, or if anyone 
needs to get in touch with you, please contact the Walks Worldwide office (01524 242000) during office hours. 
 
Tipping   There is no compulsory tipping on any of our treks. However, tipping in restaurants is usual in 
Jordan, and at the end of most meals you should expect to throw in about 10% to provide a tip for the waiter. 
Our local staff have come to 'expect' a tip at the end of the trek. Please remember that all tips should be a way for 
individuals to thank staff for good service.  
 
Things to buy  Rugs, ceramics, wall hangings, leather goods, pottery, jewellery, woodwork, copper and 
silverware.  
 
Maps  It is virtually impossible to obtain decent maps of Jordan either in the country or in the UK! 
 
Books There are several good guide books on Jordan and especially Petra which are widely available from all 
good bookshops. 
 

1. ‘Treks and climbs in Wadi Rum, Jordan’ by Tony Howard, Cicerone Press  
2. ‘Jordan – Walks, Treks, Caves, Climbs, Canyons in Pella, Aijlun, Moab, Dana, Petra and Rum’ by Di 

Taylor and Tony Howard, Cicerone Press. 
 
Flights  We usually use scheduled services of Royal Jordanian Airlines to fly to Jordan from London 
Heathrow. As airlines often change their routings and timings with little warning, we do not state them here but 
the exact details for your flight will be given to you with your booking confirmation. Please note however that 
these details are subject to change up until the last minute, and there may be occasions when we even need to 
place passengers on a different airline.   
 
 

Included in the price 
�� All meals and accommodation on a twin/share basis.  
�� All transfers by private vehicle.  
�� Local Jordanian guides.  
�� All entrance fees. 
�� Bottled drinking water during the trek.  
�� Walks Worldwide kitbag 

Not included in the price 
�� All drinks, except water on the trek.  
�� Tips for hotel, restaurant and trekking staff . 
�� Insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

What our clients have said! 
 
The trek was new for us in 2006 and proved so popular in 2007 that extra departures had to be added. Below are 
some general comments about the trip and specific feedback from our clients. 
 
‘Bait Ali camp is very impressive and spacious – first time I have ever slept in a double bed with mattress when 
camping (although very comfortable I couldn’t help feeling a bit guilty like Eric Newby when Wilfred Thessiger 
caught him sleeping on an air bed in the Himalayas and called him a pansy).  Friendly and attentive staff and 
accommodating and prompt trekking guides.’ – April 2004 
 
‘A wonderful trip…Petra and ‘desert’ days were amazing! Bait Ali camp is very impressive.’ September 2004. 
 
‘Suzie is excellent and could not have worked harder. All the staff at camps were very good.’ November 2004. 
 
‘You organised a holiday with a mix of walking and sightseeing in an area we wanted to visit. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our trip to Jordan…Susie was a total star. She really made the trip an excellent experience and worked 
incredibly hard. The walking in Wadi Rum was terrific and again, Susie knew the routes, the interesting places 
and made our visit memorable. We gained much from having her insight into the local culture, viewed from a 
British perspective.’. November 2004. 
 
‘The days in the desert will forever remain in my memory’ Easter 2005 
 
‘Yamaan was the finest guide I have ever met – Knowledgeable, articulate and great fun to be with’ Mr & Mrs 
Hallet, October 2006 
 
‘Eco Lodge, Fienan and the three Bedouin style camps were memorable’ 
‘Yamaans knowledge of geology, archaeology, prehistory and recent history served to make this trip 
exceptional’ 
Comments from Mr & Mrs Bienvanu, October 2006 
 
In our opinion, the Gorges and Petra Trek should be included as one of The Great Walks of the World. It is an 
outstanding walk with scenery ranging from stony plains and narrow canyons, to spectacular mountains ranges, 
culminating in a dramatic entrance to Petra from a high mountain pass.  
Comments from Paddy & Ellen Sides November 2007 
 
 



Clothing and Equipment Lists 
 
A set of light casual clothes will be useful for use in on this holiday. On trek you must not worry about how you 
look: comfort and protection against bad weather and the sun are of prime importance. Because desert weather is 
so very variable, we recommend a number of thin layers.  Take old, well-worn clothes rather than rushing out to 
buy new ones, since they will probably get rough treatment on trek. The following list of clothing and equipment 
is intended to be fairly comprehensive, and experienced backpackers may well take a good deal less luggage 
than we recommend. 
 
 
 
CLOTHING NUMBER Check EQUIPMENT Check 
Walking boots 1 pair  Sheet sleeping bag (full bag 

optional) 
 

Trainers  …plus socks for the 
gorge walk, then for 
casual wear 

 Water bottle(s) 3+ litres, or even 
better is a hydration system 
(Platypus)  

 

Socks Personal choice  Loo paper for the trip / matches  
Underwear   Personal choice  Camera, film & accessories  
"T" shirts 3 or more  Sunglasses  
Long trousers  1 or 2  Reading material  
Short trousers 1 or 2  Washing kit  
Long sleeve shirt 2  Towel  
Track suit Optional   ‘dry’ handwash/sanitiser  
Waterproof jacket 1  Wet wipes  
W/proof trousers 1 (optional)  Torch  
Thermal 
underwear 

Optional  - but light and 
useful if cold 

 A variety of plastic bags 
 (kitbags are not waterproof) 

 

Sunhat Essential   Personal First Aid kit  
Warm jacket 1   Snacks / sweets (if you have a personal 

favourite) 
 

   Water bottle holder (for the gorge 
walk) 

 

   35 litre daysack  
Sweatshirt 1  Swim suit  
Large headscarf  1 (for covering head/arms in 

public /religious places) 
 Walking poles (optional)  

    
 
 
 
The following items are most useful and those in bold type are essential 
 
ITEM Check ITEM Check 
Moisturising cream  Small sewing kit  
Safety pins (not packed in hand luggage)  Insect repellent  
Penknife (not packed in hand luggage)  Impact adhesive  
Sweets for energy/trail food  Money belt/pouch  
Spare bulbs and batteries  Earplugs (against dogs and snorers!)  
Nail clippers/scissors (not packed in hand 
luggage) 

 Notebook/diary  

Cold water detergent  Boot wax   
Spare glasses or contact lenses  Suncream - lots of it!  
Spare boot laces  MONEY   
PASSPORT  INSURANCE DOCUMENTS  
 


